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Iriders, Niinitters and Facf Melſen ers 


oF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


dg at Aſbford, Sandburſt, Smarden, Tenterden, Folkftone, 
in KexT; Battle, Rotherfield; Rye, Oe Lewes, 
and als an in SUSSEX. 
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vine Eſſence— Eternal and Perſonal Election to Holineſs here, and 
Eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and Depravity of, Mankind 
--Particular Redemption Free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt alone—Efiicacious Grace in Regeneration—The Perſe- 
verance of the Saints to Glory— Profeſfing Lkewiſe Water Baptiſm 
upon a Perſonal Confeſſion of Repentance towards God, and Faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the primitive Mode and * 
of the Chriſtian Church. 


Aſſembled at LEWES, 6s 3d and 4th Days of JUNE, 1788. 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, ſend Chriſtian Salutation. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord, 


E once more, with great aſſection, addreſs you, as thoſe that are 

near to us in the bonds of the goſpel ; your proiperity for time and 

ternidy is what we earneſtly defire; and, to advance which, we would 
(pare no pains, nor leave ay means antried ; We wiſh your perfection! in 


all the will of God, that you may abouhd'in grace, gifts a d good 


works. Believe us brethren, that in our annual meetings, our heart are ſin- 
cerely and warmly engaged for you at the throne of grace, that you may 
increaſe with all the increaſe of God, be filled with his glorious fulneſs 
and rooted and grounded in love. 

We are heartily glad to hear of your welfare; and do rejoice i in your 
ſtedfaſtneſs in the true faith wherein you ſtand, and your tirm and zea- 
lous adherence to the glorious doarines of everlaſting ſovereign, and 
free love and grace in this day of error and blaſphemy, when ſo many 
are Carried about and toffed to and fro with every wind of docttine; un- 
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Maiataining the important Doctrines of Three equal Perſons in the Di- 


table ſouls ! ever learning, but never come to the knowledge of the truth. 


We lament that iniquity: ſo rapidly abounds: that the love of many 
waxes cold, Brethren, it is a time for prayer to God for help, whicki 


vc earneflly recommend to you, and alſo a particular care for and watch- 


ing over the ſouls of your families, inſtructing them by every means 
end in all viſdom, into the goGirines of the goſpel, giving them — 
m0 
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moſt plain and convincing reaſons from the word of God, for your 
a, h, hope end practice. This teems to be much neg! cted by mary, 
for hich omiſhon they are very cu gabe, and often, as tie reward of 
ſuc conduct, they arc attended with painful ard ſoul-diſtr. thng conte. 
quences. We are ſenſibly affected with fo:row. and grief at the ftite of 
many profeſſors in our day, who once ſremed to run well, but ate nw 
hindered, being entargled with the evil of this preſent worid, at eaſe 
in Zion, contented with a name to live and the externa!s of religion, or 
wandering -in the barren fields of ſpeculation, or warmly contending 
about ſome intricate and abſtruſe points in divinity, whiif private and 
even tamily prayer is not regarded and attended to, Readiug the word 
of God, felf-examinetion, religious and experimental converiation are 
much negleQed z internal godlineſs, fellowſhip and communion with 
God, ſeem to be little enjoyed and ſought after, whilſt pride, havghti. 
neſs of heart, a cenſorious unforgiving ſpirit, with lightneſs, levity, va- 
nity of mind and converſation much prevails, and ſpread their baneful 
influences around; all which we would wiſh to guard you againſt, and 
warn you of the conſequence, as being very diſhonouring to God, ex- 
tremely hurtfal to your ſouls and the intereſt and honour of Chriſt.— 
Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, ſtand faft, in one 
ſpirit, in that liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free, and whillt 
many are ſaying, Who will ſhew us any good ? Let it be your fervent 
deſire to know more of Chriſt, and to have fellowſhip with him; be ever 
looking to him for all you need; conſider what he endured and ſuffered 
for you; what he is made of God unto you; what he is doing, and hath 
promiſed to do for you as his ſpouſe and beloved. Surely in Emanuel 
there is fullneſs and treaſure ſufficient to ſatisfy the utmoſt wiſhes and 
deſires of an immortal mind; live upon him then as your all in all, and 
ever remember by Chriſt ſtrengtbening of you, you can do all things, 
but without him can do nothing ; be very careful not to give the children 
of darknefs any juſt occaſion to ſpeak evil of the good ways of God, or 
blaſpheme the holy name whereby you are called; be always punctual 
and faithful to your word and promiſe ; fulfil all your engagements with 
honeſty and fidelity ; defraud no man; and beware of falſehood and ex- 
tortion in your buſineſs, and in whatever ſtation in life Divine Providence 
has placed you: learn to be content and thankful, and manifeſt you arc 
a ſervent of God, and that Heaven is your home; conſider the high and 
honourable charaQter you ſullain ; a friend, an heir, yea, a fon of Go; 
debaſe i: not by any means, but live up to your calling and privilege ; 
and whilſt, upon the one hand, we wiſh to guard you zgaintt idleneſs and 
flothfulneſs, ſo would we with upon the other, to warn you of world- 
ly-mindedneſs and covetouſneſs, as being both alike inconſiſtent with 
the name whereby you are called, 

We think it meet thus to ſtir up your minds, by putting you in remem- 
brance, and as our former addreſſes have been received by you in love, 
and have proved, we hope, by the bleſſing of God, profitable to your 
ſouls, we again earneſily requeſt you daly to conſider the important mat- 
ter which we, in great affection, recommend to your attention in this 
epiſtle ; the ſubject is connected with our laſt years addreſs, which was 
the plan of a Chriſtian church; we would wiſh to engage your atten- 
tion this year, to the duties of its officers and members, which we, ſhall 
endeavour briefly to explain, and Wich ſuitable motives, 


The 
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The Church of Chriſt, #r:21y ſpeaking, conſiſts of all the Elect, who 
were given to him before time began, by the Father, and over whom + 


Jeſus is the only Head and Sovereign Lord. [a] 


But, more generally, a company of the faithful meeting together in 
one; lace, to worſhip God, and adminiſter ordinances agreeable to his 
revealed will, are a church of Chriſt, ſeparated thus wi/ib/y from the 
world, to ſhew forth his praiſe. [&] 

It is to be obſerved, there may, and often is, in this viſible church, 
perſons whoſe hearts are npt right with God—they are not all Ifrael who 
are of Ifrae] :—there may be a profeſſion of religion without a poſſeſſion 
of grace ;—tares are permitted to grow, and will be found amongſt the 
wheat ;—hypocrites will by ſome means ſteal into the church, and be 
planted there by men who are not divinely planted there by Chriſt; 
theſe, at beſt, are barren trees, and cumberers of the ground, whoſe end 
and portion will be dreadful. 

To eve y unpreju#iced mind it will appear, that God's word makes 


no mention of Natzonal Churches—thele lively oracles deſcribe the church 


of Chriſt as confiliag of diftin& aſſemblies [e] totally independent of 
all human authority, whether of the Magiſtrate as civil governor, or of 
each other as ditin& churches, the only maſter is Chriſt, Who bought his 
people with his own blood, and over whom, he, and only he, is King 
and Lawgiver [4]; and therefore all doctrines, commands, and ordi— 
nances, which are planned by men, however ſeemly and convenient they 
may appear, are to be rejected; and thoſe only which he taught and has 
enjoined are to he ſtrictly attended ta, without any addition or amend- 
ment whatſoever ; and to this they are bound by his authority. In theſe 
Churches moreover, there is to be no ſuperiority or lordly power exer- 
ciſed upon any pretence, at any time by the members over each other, for 
they are all equally near and dear to their Sovereign; they have one 
father, and are one in Chriſt ]-ſus, whether bond or free, rich or poor. 
All the Officers in the Church of Chriit are of his own appointment, 
who have their qualifications and commiſſion from him; but e this does 
not raiſe them to be Lords and Maſters over God's heritage, but on the 
contrary to be ſervants of all fer his ſake, It is true they are to be eſteem- 
ed highly ; but be itremembered, that it is for their works ſake, and for 
the take of him, whoſe they are and whom they ſerve. —They are choſen 
and called to the work by an act of the people; amongſt whom they pre- 


viouſly fland as members. 
The Pasroas (whom we would firſt deſcribe) are under- ſhepherds ta 


the flock of Chriſt, himſelf being the great ſhepherd of the ſheep. They 


are firſt to be tried, and then if approved by the people, to receive a 
call or invitation from them, and after accepting the ſame are ordained 
or ſet apart to be over them in the Lord, they are to take the overſight of 
them with a willing, and ready mind, not for filthy lucre's ſake; and to 
feed them in the fear of the Lord, with divine knowledge and underſtand- 
ing, they ſhould have an experimental knowledge and acquaintance with 
Chriſt, an internal call by the Spirit of God to the work, love to Chriſt, 
and the ſouls of men—an earneſt deſire for their happineſs and Salvation 
a thorough knowledge of the goſpel—an aptneſs to teach—zeal for 


A 2 God? , 

4] John xvii. 2. Eps. i. 4. Cols. I. 18, [5] John xviii. 36. Cols. iv. 15, 
i K. 17. I. Corth. i. 2, 14, 25. Rev. ii. 17. le] Gal. i. 22. Acts viii. 1, 17% 
Acts i. 9, 31. Rev. i, 11. Rom. xvi. 5. [A] Math. xxiii 9. Acts xx. 28, Jam. iv. 124 
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God's W and Glory—a holy life and converfation—humility of oh 


mind—and + ſ-und cls of judgment and in the faith. io 
Their duty 15 not only to preach the Goſpel in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, m: 
but to adminiſter the ordinances of Chriſt as Stewards of his houſe, 10 an 
take che lead in Divire Worſhip and Church Meetings—direRing 2nd ful 
counſelling in all acts of diſeipline, paſſing cenſure as may be neceſſary th: 
by the agreement,of the Church, and in their name to receive or reje( gr 
thoſe who may offer themſelves for members to excommunictte any that * 
fall into errors or walk diſo:de:ly, after proper means have been uſed and be 
proved ineffectual with them; but this is not by pains or penalties, but a * the 
diſowning them as Members, a depriving them of the privileges of the W 
Church of God—ſuch perſons are not to be received into fellowſhip mz 
again, untill a full proof is given of their repentance for their former 
conduct, and it is manifeſted they are forgiven and received by the Lord. be 
They are to pray with and for the people, to watch over them in for 
Jove with patience, tenderneſs and faithfulneſs, left any ſhould by any or 
means ſubyert them from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel ; it is their duty to 
to inipect into the Nate of their minds—progreſs, knowledge and expe. to 
rience of divine things, the truths they deliver, and as occaſion may 80 
otter and caſes require, adviſe, comfort, warn, or reprove; and by the pr 
whole ſtrive to promote the Glory of Chriſt, their Soundneſs in Faith, an 
Growth in Grace, and Eternal Salvation. | an 
The v..4ious appellations given them in God's word, and the work they tal 
are c lled upto manifeſt it to be a neceſfary, uſeful and important office; de 
that uch who are thus exerciſed by the Lord are engaged in a good em- ga 
ployment; are highly honoured thereby, and it is great Grace that thus ni! 
is given to them—their reward is from and with God; but it is to be re- in 
membered, the work 1s exceeding weighty and laborious, and requires ſta 
greet fortitude, wiſdom and grace, properly to execute the ſame, | qu 
There may and often is for a ſeaſon, a Miniſter with a people who ha: vi 
been regularly called by ſome Church to preach and baptize.upon appro- no 
bation for the Paſtoral Office; but it is their indiſpenſable duty as ſoon as yo 


circumſtances will permit, to have a ſettled paſtor, ordained over them, 
that tiiey may enjoy all the ordinances of the Goſpel. 
_ 2dly. The Office and Work of Deacon. — Theſe alſo receive their 
_ call—are choſen, and appointed by the people. As to their number we 
have no certain rule, but every Church fhould be directed in wiſdom 
according to the number of their Members to have as many as are ſuſh- 
cient for their Work, and more are uſeleſs and unneceſſary. 
Theſe muſt be men of good report, endued with wiſdom and the Holy 
Ghoſt, grave, ſolid, and ſincere, not double tongued, nor covetous, per- 
- ſons holding the faith in a pure conſcience ; and tho? not called by office 
to preach or adminiſter the ordinances, yet are to be aſſiſting to the Paſtor, 
and in the care of the people, to watch over them with diligence, to ex- 
hort and counſel as neceſſity may require, and opportunity offer to ſtrive 
by all means for peace, to make reconciliation ſhould their be a dit- 
ference, or any thing contrary to love amongſt the Members, that the 
peace and tranquillity of the Church may not thereby be diſturbed ; they 
are to ſtudy the welfare, unity, proſperity and happineſs of the whole 
body, as God is the God of Order, and not of Confuſion, to ſee that 
all things appertaining to his Church and Worſhip are done in decency 
and in order : it 1s their place if occaſion requires to ſtir up their people 
io their duty, in attending on the means of Grace, in filling up that 
. | | Place 
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laces conſtantly at the Lord's table; to a free and liberal communicay 
Ron for the ſupport of the Goſpel, that they may thereby be enabled to 
make a proper and ſuitable proviſion ſor the L'rd's table, the Paſtors, 
and the Poor—all which fervices ſhould be executed with fincerity, chear- 
fulneſs, and di/igence, as knowing wnoſe they are and whom they ſerve, 
that thoſe who uſe this oltice well, purchaſe to themſelves a good de- 
gree, and great boldneſs in the faith, which is in Chriſt Jefas, 
zdly. As the Paſtors and Deacons have much labour and care incum- 
bent on them for the good of the people, as we have ſhewn ; ſo likewiſe 


there is a work and a part equally uſeful and binding on every Member. 
Witnout it is con ſcient ouſly regarded and practiſed by them, the former 


may labour in vain, which dutv we will now endeavour briefly to ſnew. 
iſt, As it reſpects your Paftor.—Love and Eſteem is highly incum- 
bent on you. to him and for him, and an affectionate and hearty concern 
for his welfare and happineſs, Whether it reſpects his perſon, character, 
or family ; you are to behave friendly, and to be acquainted with him, 
to make your caſes and difficulties known; to obey and ſubmit yourſelves 
to him in and for the Lord, Heb. xiii, 17. To pray for his health of 
Soul and Body, Comfort and Succ+»ſs; for remember, he needs your 
rayers you are not to receive an acculation againſt him without certain 


and ſufficient evidence—to be upon your guard againſt the evil ſurmiſes 
and ſufpicions of any d.ſaffeted perſons, and if poſſible ſtop them—tg 


take ſpecial care alſo as much of your own comfort and Soul, proſperity 
depe'ds upon it, that prejudice againſt him upon any account does not 
gain the aſcendency in your minds. You are to duly attend on his Mi- 


niſtry to take heed you do not hurt his mind and grieve him by abſent- 


ing yourſelves unlawfſully, or on the maſt. trivial circumſtance from the 
ſtated means of Grace; or by a necdleſs cutioſity and itching ears fre- 
quenting other places to hear, According as God as bleſſed you in pro- 
vidence you are to ſubſcribe tow i1ds his ſupport ; and this cbſerve, is 
not to be as an act of your benevolence, but what is his juſt right and 
your indiſpenſible duty, as krowing the labourer is worthy of his hire. 
To enforce theſe things on your minds, that they may be remembered 
and practiſed by you, reflect ſeriouſly on the following Obſervations:— 
Does it not naturally imply that thoſe that watch for your ſoul's good, 


and labour in word and doctrine amongſt you, ought to be very highly 


eſteemed for their work ſake? thiak of their many cares, feats, prayers, 
and tears for you, your welfare and proſperity ; what peculiar trials and 
temptations they are exerciſed with, ſnares on every hand beſet them, 
they are the butt as it were of Satan's malice, and the worldings ſcorn. 
What do they forego and undergo atten for your ſikes and the Goſpel's ? 
They ſtudy by every way and means to do you ſervice, and as they ſpend 


their time and ſtrength for your preſent and eternal welfare, ſure they 


ought, yea, they muſt, lay very near your heart, and for whom you have 
abundant cauſe to bleſs God, Conſider the relation they ſtand in to you, 
and are they not in ſome ſenſe the men of your choice, and given to you 
as an anſwer to prayer; and have you not received from God by their 


Miniſtry, unſpeakable bleflings ? conſider the lands now in darkneſs, 


and in how few places comparatively the pute goſpel is now preached, 
and contraſt it with your privileges; conſider the jealouſy of God for his 


Miniſters, how they are received and uſed by the people. Reflect on the 
He and benefit of a Goſpel Miniſtry fill to you, your family, the church, 


and 
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(65) 
and the world in ignorance and blindneſs, and then ſay; Brethren, 

whether it is not highly incumbent on you to thew them due reipect, as 
the ſervants and miniſters of the Lord Jeſus, and acknowledge them ag 
ſuch, and by every act of kindneſs manifeſt your regard for them, by 
iympathifing with them in afflitions, encouraging and ſtrengthening 
their hands againſt all oppoſitions, and ſtriving with them for the ſpread 
of the goſpel and the glory of God. 

Secondly, As it relates to your duty and conduct to the Deacons, you 
are to reſpeRt and own them as officers in the church of Chriſt, to ſupply 
them as for as in your power with what is neceſſary, that they may fulkl 
and diſcharge the important truſt committed to them with pleaſure, ho- 
nour, and ſatisfaction; they ſhould be always conſulted and applied unto 
3n every caſe and circumſtance that belongs to the church for advice and 
direction, and alſo in difficulties that you may be exerciſed with reſpecting 
your mind, eſtate or families ; you are to pray for them that they may be 
ſupported, preſerved, and enabled to diſcharge their office, and all that 
appertains unto it, with acceptance and ſucceſs, | 
\ Thirdly, The duty of each member to the Church, to which by God's 
grace and providence he is joined, and by his own act and deed has 
given up himſelf, _ | 
Firſt, Love, which is the bond of perfectneſs and the cloſeſt tye, 
without which, profeſſion of love to God and our religion is vain, 

What motives may we not ſet before and preſs on you, in a goſpel 


juffice. 

It is the command of your maſter Jeſus, who has poſitively injoined it 
on all his followers, and ſet you the example even unto death, Jobn iii. 
16, it is the criterion of your diſcipleſhip, and whereby you are to be 
known amongſt men, and ſhews you are not of the world or the wicked 
one, as Cain who ſlew his brother. Conſider the love of God and of 
Chriſt to you, and is it not the ſame to and for them ? Are not your privi- 
lege: the ſame ? Are you not brethren in Chriſt, and have allone Father? 
Is not the ſame reſt, glory and happineſs, in reverſion for you all? Does 
not the exerciſe of it give a ſenſible degree of happineſs ? Mark the per- 
ſon who is under the influence and power of a bad temper, a churliſh and 
moroſe diſpoſition, (and it is to be lamented, and to their ſhame be 1: 
ſpoken, this is the caſe of ſome of God's own people, ſometimes for a 
ſeaſon) you may evidently ſce the reward of ſuch in their own boſoms ; 
it is love as well as holineſs that diſtinguiſhes the ele& from fallen angels, 
and fo their ſtate in conſequence, the one of joy and happineſs, and the 
other of miſery and torment. This love is ſupernaturally wrought in 
the heart by the ſpirit of God, and in its exerciſe is to bs fervent, un- 
feigned, and univerſal to all the faints; it ſuffers long and is kind, en- 
vieth not, ſeeketh not its own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, 
| beareth all things, hopeth all things, and endureth all things, 1. Cor. 
xiii. 4. 5. 7. Brethren thus live, and you will once more force the 
wicked world to ſay, ſee how theſe Chriſtians love. | 

Secondly, UntTyY is another duty by all means to be maintained, viz. 
a unity of heart, of faith, judgment, doctrine and worſhip ; if therefore 
there is any conſolation in Chriſt, any comfort of love, any fellowſhip of 
the ſpirit or bowels of compaſſion and mercy in God, fulfil ye our joy, 
that ye be like minded and of one accord; let nothing be done $hrong. 
8 1 r216 


ſpirit for you from the ſame principle, to let it abound ; a few ſhall 


. 


Arife or vain glory, but in lowlineſs of mind efleem each other better 
than themſelves, Phil. iii. 1. 2. 3. A honſe divided againſt itſelf, cannot, 
ſays Jeſus, ſtand. To excite you to this duty, conſider your eternal and 
vital union to Chriſt, and its indiſſoluble nature. As you are therefore 
members of his myſtical body, of his leſh and of his bones, Epſ. v. 30. 
How unnatural are ſchiſms or difcord in the fame, as every member 
(however weak or uncomely as to us they may appear) are uſeful, neceſ- 
ſary and ornamental, 1. Cor. xii. 12 to 25th v. How earneſt was Chriſt 

and his Apoſtles in their prayers and precepts to injoin, inculcate, and 
maintain this, Reflect on the diſhononr and ingratitude to Chriſt any 
thing contrary to this duty muſt be; what ſhame in the end will be en- 
railed on yourſelves, and forrow and diſtreſs to the ſaints of God, Diſ- 
cord is only fit (if we may ſo ſpeak) tor the children and region of 
darkneſs, but very unſeemly for the ſons of God, and the diſpenſation of 
peace; this is an evil attended with many and great aggravations, and 
the perſons guilty, or aiding and abetting others in it, may expect to be 
ſever: ly chaſtiſed by Chriſt, whoſe glory and intereſt are thus ſlighted and 
difregarded, and as far as in their power lies, by ſuch coaduct, the de- 
ſtruction of the churches, Such perſons, who from pride, ſelf will, 
ſe}t-intereſt, or any other motive, would by any means ſeek, or cauſe di- 
viſions or firife, are to be marked, and proper meaſures taken with them, 
to prevent their evil deſigns, that peace, unity and concord, may con- 
tinue and abound. 

Thirdly, To rn Ax for each other, that they may ſtand faft in the truth 

and enjoy proſperity of every kind; and for an increaſe in grace, gifts 


and number, What exhortatiuns and precepts to this end do we find in 


the word of God? what encouragement from the promiſes, and ſucceſs on 
many occaſion: in th:s way by the faints of old; Our Father, &c.“ is 
what our bleſſe Lora directed us to ſay when we pray, toremind us of this 
duty. Brethren, if you with to be happy, proſperous and peaceable, pray 
without ceaſing, God has declared,“ Iwill be enquired of to do theſe 
things for the houſe of Ifrael, and promiſes you ſhall not ſeek in vain, If 
you love the brethren and Jeruſalem at large, you will pray for her, and 
whilſt you ste ſo doipg, you have a promiſe for much good to yourſelves ; 
and obſerve, it is what the pooreſt member may mapa and the richeſt 
have no right or power to retuſe. 

Fourthly, Mutually to Sar avith each others infirmities and eweakneſe = 
The ſtrong to. ſupport the weak, and not to pleaſe themſelves, entertain 
a forgiving temper and diſpoſition, making the greateſt allowance, and 
putting the beſt conflrattions on the words and actions of the brethren, 
conſiſtent with truth and faithfulneſs to each others fouls, we would oy 
in the language of the poet, 

«« For every trifle ſcorn to take offence, 

0 % That always ſhews great pride, or little ſenſe ; 
« Good natur and good fenfe mult always join, 
Jo err is human, to forgive divine.” 

To this end, conſider the patience and forbearance of God to yon, 
his marvellous and undeſerved kindneſs and mercy ; how complicated and 
aggravating are your manifold crimes; how ungrateful you often-behave 
to the belt of friends; but all is freely forgiven, and not to be remem- 
bered againſt you any more. Reflect alſo on the command as well ag 
example of Chriſt, your own weakneſs, and chat by grace you ſtand; 
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and how unſit a revengeful, unforgiving temper and frame of mind is; 
to pray unto, or to have fellowſhip with a God of mercy, pity, and 
grace, and then ſay, Brethren, as you live by mercy and hope for mercy, 
whether it does not behove you to te merciful and compaſſionate to all:? 

Fifthly, A render and affefrohate concern for each others proſperity in 
the things of this life, helping and encouraging each other in this reſpect 
as much as poſſible ; alſo in the ſeveral ſtates, troubles and afflitions, 
that divine providence may pleaſe to exerciſe them with, 1. Cor. xii. 26, 
or in any trouble of ſoul; to adviſe, comfor: and ſympathiſe with them, 
to relate your own experience and knowledge of God's goodneſs and 
mercy, the ſupport and deliverance you found, the uſetulneis and b-nefit 
it has been to you, and alſo the power, faithtulneſs, love and pity of 
their covenant God and Father, for ſhall we, my Brethren, as thoſe in 
the prophet Amos's time, drink wine in bowls, and forget thoſe in great 
ſorrow and aMiQtion? no, let us rather weep with them that weep, and 
be grieved for the afflict ons of Joſeph. Chrilt in this alſo has ſet us an 
example, who, in all his people's aMiQions is afflicted, and as their 
faithſul and tender high prieſt is ſenſibly touched with the feeling of their 
infirmities, Heb. iv. 15. this is a character he will own in the great day, 
Matt. xxv. 36. and let us remind you for their negligence in this duty 
and conduct, the reverſe, many find to their ſorrow that God marks the 
ſame, and in this way the meaſure they have given is amply repaid, to 
convince them of their unkindneſs to their afflicted and diſtreſſed brethren, 
which ought to be and really 1s a caution and warning to us all. 

Gthly. A free and liberal impartation of your good things according to 
your ability to the pror of Chriſt's lock, who may be and often are in 
great diſtreſs and neceflity—to ſeek them out and enquire after them and 
into their circumſtances, and not wait to be informed and aſked for 
your help, as well knowing theſe, tho' much in want, are generally the 
Jaſt to make their troubles known to man, 85 

He that ſhutteth his bowels of compaſſion againſt ſuch, and ſays, in 
words only, be warmed, fed, and cloathed, how dwelleth the Love of 
God in him ? | So 

Yeu are Stewards of God—and how you ule, abuſe, or miſimprove his 
talents, muſt be accounted for ancther day It is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive—he that ſoweth ſparingly, conſequently ſhall reap the 
lame —he that giveth to the poor Jendeth to the Lord, This is bis com- 
mand, and what his Minifters are to charge you to obey —with ſuch ſa- 
erifices the Lord is well pleaſed, —A cup of cold water given in the name 
of a diſciple ſhall nat loſe it's reward; for as much as you have done it 
unto the leaſt of my brethren, ſays Chriſt, 1 will own it as if it was done 
wnto ine. | 

7thly. Frequent Spiritual Converſation and conference for mutual 
ediſication and comfort, This is one valuable end, benefit and advantage 
of Church Fellowſhip, tbo' much neglefted by many ;—the nearer we 
live to God in Prayer, Faith and Divine Communion, the more ſpiritual 
and heavenly minded are our Souls, the more will this be prized, prac- 
ticed, and eſteemed a privilege, as finding the advantage of it to our- 
ſelves and others; to this we are called to help each other forward in our 
Journey after a ged!y fort, and to exhort one another to Love and Good 
Works. Them that fear the Lord ate {aid io ſpeak often one to another, 
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nd the Lord attends, hearkens, and is well pleaſed, and a book of re- 
embrance is written before him for thoſe that thus think on his name. 
8:hly, A /eparation from ungodiy and erroneous perſons as far and 
much as poſiible, conſiſtent with your lawful commerce, conneQions 
nd correipondence with them in things of this life, khowing they are 
ery enſnaring, hurtful and defiling. Evil communications corrupt good 
nanners; what fellowſhip bath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ? 
6. Nynat communion hath light with darkneſs ? and what agreement hath 
n, he temple of God with idols? wherefore come out from amongſt them 
nd ad be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord; and Brethren, as we have often ſeen 
fic Ihe cvil and bad effects of intermarriages with uncoaverted perſons, by 
of K{God's people, we would in love and affeftion warn you of the danger 
in Pod harm you may, and do expoſe yourſelves to, if you are,not upon 
-at Pour guard, and guided herein by God and his word, which expreſlly 
nd ommands you to marry only in the Lord, 1 Cor, vii. 39. and not to be 
an KWnequally yoked with unbelievers, | 

Ir © gthly, Earneſtly and mutually to contend in love with meekneſs, by 
ir Wall lawful means, for the faith, as once delivered to the ſaints; and this, 
Je Ws it has a reſpect to doctrine, to the ordinances, the liberty and privi- 
ty Peges of the church of God, heartily joining to oppoſe and withſtand all 
de dverſaries and enemies; and this, in no reſpet with carnal weapons, 
to put with thoſe of a ſpiritual nature which are and will be mighty through 
n, Cod; and allo knowing whoſe cauſe you are engaged in, whole intereſt 

nd honour you jeek and contend for, nts, who is Lord of all, 

o tothly, Cheerfully and with a willing mind, undergoing the let and 
n Portion of the ſaints of God, whether proſperous or adverſe, and with a 


d rm reſolution in the ſtrength of Chriſt and his grace, not to draw back, 


r fer be offended upon any occaſion whatſoever. 
E 11thly, A conſcientious regard unto, and a ſteady attendance on all 
be appointed means of grace, and meetings for the churches buſineſs! to 
N FKeocourage and ſtrengthen each others hands, and glorify God. 
f t2thly, A watching over each other in lewe, with mercy and faithe 
fulneſs, out of a true ſenſe of the glory of God, the honour ct religion, 
s faod an affectionate and hearty concern for each others ſafety and proſpe- 
© Wiiy; for in this way, and by it, we manifett a regard to the obligatiors 
s ve laid ourſelves under when united to the people of God. And here, 
* MBrethren, we would give you a caution, be very careful you abuſe not 
poor liberty, leſt you wound a weak brother, or lay a tumbling block or 
eauſe of offence in his way, which will be dilplealing to God, and prove 
t in the end hurtful to yourſelves. 
; 13th, and Laſtly, A godly walk and conver/aticr, having a conſcience 
void of juſt offence to God and man ih doing good to, and living peace- 
| Baby wich all, abſtaining from the appearance of evil, aud hating the 
 Mgarments ſpotted with the fleſh, recommending by your lives the yotpel 
* Evbich you hear and profeſs, may you be as wiſe as ferpents, and harmleſs 
| ſas Goves ; confider, you have many eyes upon you, and certainly much 
Nis expected from you, and what bad eſfects may procecd (rom, and at- 
tend as the conſequence, a conduct contrary tf your proteition,. Ihere— 
fore, whatſoever thinps arc tue, whatſoever things are juſt, pure, lovely, 
and of a good report, if there Le any virtue or praiſe, think on theie 
things. Muck mote, and many other things might juilly have m—— 
| | | | added, 
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added, but theſe for the preſent ſhall ſuflice, and ſurely, Brethren, why 
is herein contained, is certainly worthy of your notice and fpecin! regard, 
that if in any of theſe duties you hve been remiſs, you may he itirr« 
up to activity; or have acted in any ſenſe à part unworthy a member of; 
_ Chriſtian church, it may ſpeedily be tectified; or if you have in even 
reſpect thus adorned the doct ine of God our Saviour, you may give hin 
the glory, and walk by the ſame rule. 

The bleflings accruing to the churches, and to every individual why 
properly att-rd to their duty, and by love and grace are thus aCtuated, 
we would now Jay before you, did not the limits of this letter forbid, 
for ſurely they are great and numerous. But, in brief, the God of peac 
be with them; the peace of God in them „comfort, joy, and edificationit 
the Holy Ghoſt ; the ordinances and ſabBath days pleafant and delight 
ful; the Brethren happy; the wicked world filenced ana confounded; 
religion and its proteſtors honorable; in a woid, who can hirm you, i 

you be followers of that Which is good, heaven would indeed, by theſe 
means, be begun below, this would be the land of Beulah, Ifaiah Ixii. 4, 
But if ye bite and devour one another, take hved ye be not conſumed 
one of another; this then we ſay, walk ig the ſpirit, and ye ſhall in nc 
wiſe fulfil the luſt of the fleſh, Gal. v. 15, 16. 

Finally, Brethren, we commit and commend you to God and to the word 
of his grace; and to conclude, deſire to comfort you with the prot; cl 
of meeting you e'er long in our father's kingdom; a few more trials 4: 
temptations and all will be right and well; ther ſhall we knew ever 4 
we are known, and need no ſtimulation as now, to love, pr ie, and 
adore, for God /þ-l/ be all, and in all. We are, in great affection, you 
Breibren in Tribulation, in Patience, and in the Lord. 


Signed on the Behalf of the Aſſociations, 
By THOMAS PURDY, Mopezartor 


4 - », ifs 4. +2 


TOR 


immediately read the peetimiaaries, 


_ Thoyd preached trom Gen. iv. 4» 5 


* —__— —— ——ẽ — e - — - — i — — — — 


B R 


T 


LEWES, 34 aud 4th Jour Vis. 
ſ 


UESDAY afternoon, three o'clock, the Minifers and Meſſengers 
met, Brother Purdy begun the ſolemnity by prayer. According to an 
agree went the laſt aſſociation, the names of the Miniſters and Meſien. 
gers were called over. Brother Purdy was choſen Mop kRATORN, wha 
On reading the letters from the ſe. 
veral churches, we were mucn pleaſed to find that peace reigned univer- 
ſally , that in ſome of the churches there had been conſiderahle increaſe ; 
that they were all favoured. with the means of grace; and that the work 
of God, in the converſion and edification pf his people, was in a 
flouriſhing ſtate, . O what thankfulneſs ſhould ſuch mercies produce in 


our hearts! We, as Miniſters, can join the Apoſtle, and ſay, Je live, i 


our people ſland faſt in the truth. May Zion's proſperity be our chief joy, 
for they ſhall proſper that love her, 3 

Our filter church at Wivelsfield, gave ſadis factory reaſons for their ab- 
ſence the two laſt years, and relumed their place in the allocation as 
forme ly. 

The church at Brighthelm/lone was receiyed into the number cf the 
aſſociated churches, 

The caſe of the church at Slave bem under the paſtoral care of our 
Brother Humphrey, was prelented by Brother Middleton, and it was agreed 
to recommend it to the Aſſoclated Caurches, after the caſe at Cranubreot 
had been attended to. | 
Brother Lid having made ſome objection to the term Moderator, he 


was defired to draw up his ſentiments on that ſubject, and ſubmit them 


to the brethren at the next aſſociation. Adjourned, 

Divine worſhip began at ſeven o'cloch in the evening, Brother Arad 
prayed ; Brother Cepping preached from 1 Cor. x. 33. and after ſiuging 
ſuitable kymns, Brother Humphrey concluded in praver. 

WEDNESDAY morning met at fix o'clo:k, the Brethren Vine and 
Cee prayed, Broth:r Atwood read, the Circular Letter, which being ap- 
proved, was ordered. to be printed, 
iMinderator concluded. Adjourned, 

Divine worſhip began at ten o'clock, Brother Vialer prayed ; Brother 
Brother Butcher prayed ; Brother 
Atauocd ,xeached from 2 Cor. iv. 7. and after ſuitable hymns were ſung, 
Brother, Purdy concluded in prayer.“ 

Met again at four o'clock, Brother Na prayed, It was agreed that 
the ſubject of the circular letter ſhould be propoſed the year preceding 
its publication. Brother Copping being appointed to draw up the next 
letter, one of the following queltions was recommended to him a the 
ſubject: viz. Furſt, E Hat is the Mential difference between the Law and 


the 


Brother Hoster prayed, and the 


— - 


q 


2 FE 


2 
ph — ® — 


* ü ä — ¶V ——ů ͤ — * 
* — * 


Fg A 3 


* tt. „ 4 — Ag — 12 — — 
72 , * 5 


— — 
— 


4 a. 


— 8 a 


— 


—ͤ— 
1 * 3 . * . 
« 


. . 
— e 2 3 * 
—— _ - 2 


— 
* 


— — — er — — _ f — 


| ( 14 3 

e Coſpel, and how are they to be diſtinguiſhed in public preaching ) 
Secondly, N bat iz the Work of the Spirit of God upon the Heart of a 
dinner? | | 
Agreed to obſerve the firſt Wedneſday in November next as a day of 
faſting and prayer, | | | 

Agreed to hold the next aſſociation at ASHFORD, in Kent, the firſt 
Tueſday and Wedneſday in Jane, 1789; put vp ate the Oat : Brother 
Middleton and Brother Booker to preach ; in Caſe of failure Br ther F 
and Brother Yidler, After enjoying the divine preſence, and much var— 
mony and brotherly love in all our meetings, the Aſſembly ef Mitiſters 
and Meſſengers was diſmiſſed very affectionately with prayer, by the 
Moderator, | s | 
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Lately publiſhed, The Second Edition, of 
A Sermon on the Miniſtry of Angels, 
| By JOHN LLOYD. 


In the Profi, the Second. Edition, Price & 6d. 38, Or 38. 6d. of, 
A SELECTION of HYMNS, 
From the beſt AUTHORS. - 


(The firſt Edition of Three Thenſand having been ſold in a few Months) 
Intended to be an APPE NDIX to 
pr. WATTS's PSALMS and HYMNS, 
By JOHN RIPPON, A. M. 


Canterbury, Printed by J. Croves - 1788. 
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